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Almond production in Australia

Introduction

Table 1 Australian almond production (tonnes) 
by variety from 2006–2008 (ABA 2008)

Variety 2006 2007 2008
Nonpareil 7,989 13,751 13.430
Carmel 4,246 7,383 7,996
Price 903 2,037 2,338
Total 13,138 23,171 23,794

This case study is the primary source of information on potential pollination services for the industry. It is based on data provided 
by industry, the ABS and other relevant sources. Therefore, information in this case study on potential hive requirements 
may differ to the tables in the Pollination Aware report (RIRDC Pub. No. 10/081) which are based on ABS (2008) Agricultural 
Commodities Small Area Data, Australia 2005-06.
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Pollination in almonds

Table 2 Almond planting areas* (ABA 2008)
State Bearing 

(ha)
Non-bear-
ing (ha)

Area (ha) 
total

VIC 8,095 10,568 18,663
NSW 759 2,404 3,163
SA 4,426 1,062 5,488
Total 13,280 14,034 27,314

Figure 1  Almond production 
regions  within Australia  
(ABS 2008)
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Orchard layout 

Pollinisers  

Density of bees  

Pollination management for almonds  
in Australia 
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Arrangement of hives  

Timing  

Preparation of bees

Attractiveness, nutritional value of 
pollen and nectar  

Availability of bees for pollination  

Feral bees 

Risks
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Weather  

Alternatives 

Opportunities for improvement  
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Potential pollination service requirement  
for almonds in Australia

Table 3 Potential pollination service requirement for almonds in Australia (ABA 2008)
State Peak month Area (ha) total Average hive 

density  
(h/ha)*

Estimated number 
of hives required 

VIC August 18,663 6 111,978
NSW August 3,163 6 18,978
SA August 5,488 6 32,928
Total 27,314 163,884

References 

 

Notes:  Area sourced from ABA (2008), !owering times from McGregor (1976) and average hive density from Somerville (2007) 
and McGregor (1976).
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